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First Friday Fundraiser                                                                                                                                                    
Friday, September 2nd, 1700 - 2230 hours                                                                                                                      

Central Ave. between 2nd & 3rd Street, St. Petersburg, FL                                                                                                                                      
Sponsored by Optimist Club of St. Petersburg                                                                                                                          

20 Volunteers Needed    

Monthly Veterans Luncheon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Tuesday, September 6th, 1200 - 1400 hours VFW                                       
12901 Gulf Boulevard, Madeira Beach, FL 33708                                                                                                                             

Sponsored by Chapter 522 and VFW Post 4256                                                                                                       

September Monthly Meeting, Chapter 522                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Tuesday, September 6th, 1900 - 2100 hours                                                                                                               

12901 Gulf Boulevard, Madeira Beach, FL 33708                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

POW/MIA Flag Day                                                                                                                                                           
Bill Young (Bay Pines) VA Medical Center                                                                                                                      

Friday, September 16th, 0700 - 1000 hours                                                                                                                    
Volunteers and POW/MIA Flags Needed                                                             

Gold Star Mothers Dinner                                                                                                                                               

Sunday, September 18th, 1600 hours                                                                                      
Bon Appetit Restaurant                                                                                                                                                   

150 Marina Plaza, Dunedin, FL  

Remembering Floridaôs Fallen Ribbon Cutting Ceremony                                                                                                                          
Saturday, September 24th, 1630 hours                                                                                                                       

Oldsmar Public Library                                                                                                                                                    
400 St. Petersburg Drive East, Oldsmar, FL 34677                                                                                                     

Chapter 522 Color Guard  

Gold Star Mothers Day Ceremonies                                                                                                                               
Sunday, September 25th, 1000 hours                                                                                                                                                                                             
Oldsmar Veterans Park, Oldsmar, FL                                                                                                                           

Chapter 522 Color Guard                                                                            

Shown below is a list of events for Chapter 522 during the month of Septem-

ber. We are still looking for volunteers to work the First Friday event on Fri-

day, September 2nd. We need volunteers for the POW/MIA event at Bay 

Pines on Friday, September 16th. If you want to attend the Gold Star Moth-

ers dinner on September 18th, you will need to confirm your reservations for 

that event at our monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 6th.  
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 Jen Judson,  April 8, 2016  

Editorôs Note: This article first appeared back in April but nothing has changed since 

then. The content is still relevant.  

WASHINGTON ð Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley sounded the alarm that  the US Army is 

currently in a state of ñhigh riskò when it comes to being ready enough to defend the nation 

and respond to a large conflict.  

ñOn the 'high military risk,' to be clear, we have sufficient capacity and capability and readi-

ness to fight counterinsurgency and counterterrorism,ò Milley said at a Senate Armed Ser-

vices Committee hearing Thursday. ñMy military risk refers specifically to what I see as 

emerging threats and potential for great power conflict and I am specifically talking about the 

time it takes to execute the task ... and the cost in terms of casualties.ò 

Milley added  he submitted a personal, classified assessment to the chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff and the defense secretary characterizing the militaryôs risk as high. 

SASC Chairman John McCain, of Arizona, said declaring the military to be at high risk ñis a 

strong statementò that he believed was generated from ñlong and hardò thinking. 

The Armyôs budget has shrunk in almost every aspect in recent years and the service is hav-

ing to reduce its size to a total Army of 980,000 soldiers, which include all three components. 

Yet with the emerging and current threats in Europe, the Middle East and elsewhere, Army 

leaders believe the force should be as big as 1.2 million soldiers to meet the Pentagon strat-

egy and guidance.  

McCain quoted from the Army Capabilities Integration Center director Lt. Gen. H.R. McMas-

terôs testimony given earlier this week to paint a clear picture of what high risk to readiness 

looks like: ñWhen we minimize our Army, we maximize the risk to our soldiers, the risk that 

in a crisis they will be forced to enter a fight too few in number and without the training and 

equipment they need to win.ò 

One piece of evidence that the militaryôs readiness is at high risk is the fact that only a third 

of the Armyôs Brigade Combat Teams (BCTs) are ready to deploy and only a couple of those 

are ready to deploy immediately.  

Milley explained that the pair of BCTs that are most ready could fight tonight and, in fact, one 

is forward -deployed now. ñThe others,ò he said, ñthey are going to require something in 

terms of training to get them ready.ò 

McCain pointed out in his opening testimony that the Army is already stretched thin: There 

are 186,000 soldiers deployed in 140 locations around the globe.  

US Army Chief Sounds Alarm: Military at óHigh Riskô 
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And back home two -thirds of the Armyôs BCTs ñwould require some amount of time to bring 

them up to satisfactory readiness to deploy in combat,ò Milley said. 

The ñhigh riskò assessment for the Army does not take into account what might happen if se-

questration is implemented again next year. That would mean lowering the active force from 

450,000 troops to 420,000, which could spell disaster in terms of being able to respond to a 

major world crisis, according to Milley.   

Another problem  that puts troops at risk is the closing  gap in the US militaryôs ability to out-

range and outgun other major militariesô weapons systems and capabilities. 

The chief admitted he believes  the US military is outranged by Russian ground -based, direct -  

or indirect -fire systems, tanks and artillery. ñItôs close,ò he said. ñItôs not overly dramatic but 

itôs the combination of systems ð we donôt like it, we donôt want it ð but yes, technically out-

ranged and outgunned.ò 

Russia is still the No. 1 threat to US national security, he noted.  

What that means for national security is dependent on what the US strategy might be in 

Europe. ñThe fundamental task there is to deter, maintain cohesion of the alliance, assure our 

allies, and deter further Russian aggression. If we got into a conflict with Russia then I think 

it would place our  soldiersô lives at significant risk.ò 

What would help to decrease that risk is readiness, Milley stressed, properly training, equip-

ping and manning units.  

ñWe have a lot of ónot availablesô in the force right now,ò he said. 

Email:  jjudson@defensenews.com   

 By Dick Ammon, Newsletter Editor and Website Administrator  

 I assumed the positions of Newsletter Editor and Website Administrator back in Feb-

ruary, 2008. Since that time, we have sent out more than 100 monthly newsletters and we 

have made at least 4 major technical upgrades to our website. Along the way Chapter 522 

has been fortunate to win several awards at the state and national level.  

 Effective at the end of 2016, I will be stepping down from both positions. It is time for 

a change. I would like to devote more time to a couple of projects that I put on the back 

burner while doing this work. I sincerely hope that the chapter will be able to find replace-

ments for both positions. I am more than willing to provide assistance during the transition. 

Chapter 522 now has a quality computer available for both of these tasks.  

 I intend to do a final update to our website before the end of the year.  

 I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the newsletter and website 

over the years. It has been quite a journey!  

It Is Time For New Blood  
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TOM PHILPOTT,  AUGUST 11, 2016  

More than two million claims for private sector 

emergency healthcare services provided to VA -

enrolled veterans since February 2010 could be 

eligible for VA reimbursement if a recent ruling 

by the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans 

Claims is allowed to stand, the VA general coun-

sel has warned.  

The counsel also has warned in court docu-

ments that over the next decade VA could be 

swamped with an estimated 68.6 million addi-

tional claims for emergency care reimburse-

ments, which could drive up VA health costs 

over that period by as much as $10.6 billion.  

Despite these alarms, and VA introducing a new legal argument, a full panel of judges on the claims 

court voted six - to -one last month to deny VAôs motion to rehear the case, and instead made final its 

ruling of last April in the case of Richard W. Staab v. Robert A. McDonald.  

VA has 60 days, until September 20, to appeal the decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fed-

eral Circuit, a near certainty given whatôs at stake. Meanwhile, VA officials say they are unable to be-

gin to pay any of the emergency healthcare claims that the Staab decision requires until they can pre-

pare new regulations to support the complex review process.  

ñEven if the Staab decision is upheld,ò VA officials explained in a statement Wednesday, ñthe statutory 

authority [cited by the court] does not set forth a payment methodology or payment limitations neces-

sary for VA to implement the decision. Therefore, VA must follow legal procedures to [draft, publish for 

public comment and] implement regulations that would allow it to process payments for claims im-

pacted by Staab.ò 

In Staab, the court agreed with lawyers for an 83 -year Air Force veteran that the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs wrongly ignored ñplain languageò of a 2010 statute meant to protect VA- enrolled veter-

ans from out -of -pocket costs when forced to use outside emergency care. So VA should not have 

turned down Staabôs claim for roughly $48,000 in healthcare costs he was forced to pay following 

open -heart surgery in December 2010.  

For many years VA has maintained that, by law, it can reimburse VA -enrolled veterans for outside 

emergency care only if they have no alternative health insurance. That includes Medicare, TRICARE, 

employer -provided health insurance or contracted health plans of any kind. The practical effect is that 

veterans with other health insurance often are stuck paying hefty out -of -pocket costs that their plans 

wonôt cover, while veterans with no other insurance see VA routinely pick up their entire emergency 

care tab.  

The logic of this offended some lawmakers and in 2009 they persuaded Congress to clarify the law on 

VA coverage of outside emergency care. A single provision was changed to say VA could ñreimburse 

veterans for treatment in a non -VA facility if they have a third -party insurance that would pay a por-

tion of the emergency care.ò 

To ensure colleagues understood the change, Staabôs attorneys noted, Sen. Daniel Akaka, then-

chairman of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, said in a floor speech that it would ñmodify cur-

rent law so that a veteran who has outside insurance would be eligible for reimbursement in the event 

that the outside insurance does not cover the full amount of the emergency care.ò 

VA Predicts Emergency Care Claim Tsunami if Court Ruling Upheld  
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The change took effect Feb. 1, 2010. But in preparing new regulations, VA officials interpreted the re-

vised law as still preserving its way of screening most emergency care claims. The revised regulation 

said VA would continue to cover outside emergency care only if the ñveteran has no coverage under a 

health -plan contract.ò 

That was wrong, a three -judge panel on the appellate claims court ruled last April, citing the ñplain lan-

guageò of the revised statute. It deemed the revised regulation as invalid and vacated a Board of Vet-

eransô Appeals decision that had upheld VA denial of Staabôs claim. The board, it said, had relied on a 

faulty rule rather than the revised statute.  

VAôs general counsel immediately asked the three- judge panel to reconsider its decision but also asked 

the full appellate court to review the case. Reconsideration was denied in late June. On July 14, while a 

decision on full court review was pending, VA filed a motion to ñstay the precedential effectò of Staab, 

that is, to not require payment of previously denied emergency claims given the ñstrong likelihoodò the 

decision will be reversed.  

In the same motion, VA argued that the claims court erred by not focusing on language in the statute 

Congress didnôt change in 2010, which VA believes still bars reimbursement if the veteran has a sepa-

rate health -plan contract. Instead, the claims court based its decision on changes to another section of 

the statute. VA argues the intent of that change was only to address situations where veterans benefit 

from third party insurance coverage, not their own alternative health plans.  

VA appears to be saying that the 2010 law was intended to allow VA only to cover emergency costs not 

fully covered, for example, by the insurance of a driver at fault in an accident that injured a veteran. 

But to be eligible, the veteran still canôt have other health insurance. 

This was not an argument VA previously had made, said Bart Stichman, one of Staabôs attorneys. VA 

declined interview requests about the case and gave only limited written responses to questions, not-

ing Staab is active litigation that could be overturned. But documents filed since we first reported on 

this decision last April show VA wants judges to know the magnitude of the burden on VA if the deci-

sion is allowed to stand.  

From April through July 6, VA has had to suspend consideration of almost 85,000 claims for emergency 

care that it previously would have denied. They canôt be adjudicated ñuntil VA has promulgated pay-

ment regulations necessitated by the Courtôs decision and established the technological or other means 

to confirm the amounts paid by the veteransô health-plan contracts,ò VA lawyers explained in their fil-

ing.  

VA estimates that, looking back six years, more than two million claims could be impacted by Staab, 

and 68 million more claims could be eligible for reimbursement over the next 10 years. Numbers are 

so large, VA reported, because emergency room visits generate multiple claims, given the acuity of 

care required. The averages are four claims per outpatient emergency room visit and eight per emer-

gency hospital admission.  

The administrative costs alone of handling these claims, which would require more employees, new 

technology and other support needs, would be $182 million over the next 10 years, raising total VA 

costs to $10.8 billion.  

Within a week of receiving these estimates, six of seven judges on the claims court still signaled it was 

VA that erred in interpreting the 2010 law.  

________________________________________________  

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email milup-

date@aol.com or twitter: Tom Philpott @Military_Update . Tom Philpott has been breaking news for and 

about military people since 1977. After service in the Coast Guard, and 17 years as a reporter and sen-

ior editor with Army Times Publishing Company, Tom launched ñMilitary Update,ò his syndicated weekly 

news column, in 1994. ñMilitary Updateò features timely news and analysis on issues affecting active 

duty members, reservists, retirees and their families.  
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Alas, another of our ñsecretò weapons is revealed. 
 
US Navy's giant new destroyer is TOO stealthy: Zumwalt to be 
fitted with reflectors so other ships can spot it at sea.  
 
The future USS Zumwalt is so stealthy that it'll go to sea with re-
flective material that can be hoisted to make it more visible to 
other ships.  
 
The Navy destroyer is designed to look like a much smaller vessel 
on radar, and it lived up to its billing during recent builder trials.  
 
Lawrence Pye, a lobsterman, told The Associated Press that on his radar screen the 610 - foot ship 
looked like a 40 -  to 50 - foot fishing boat.  
 
He watched as the behemoth came within a half -mile while returning to shipbuilder Bath Iron Works.  
 
'It's pretty mammoth when it's that close to you,' Pye said.  
 
Despite its size, the warship is 50 times harder to detect than current destroyers thanks to its angular 
shape and other design features, and its stealth could improve even more once testing equipment is 
removed, said Capt. James Downey, program manager.  
 
During sea trials last month, the Navy tested Zumwalt's radar signature with and without reflective 
material hoisted on its halyard, he said.  
 
The goal was to get a better idea of exactly how stealthy the ship 
really is, Downey said from Washington, D.C.  
 
The reflectors, which look like metal cylinders, have been used on 
other warships and will be standard issue on the Zumwalt and two 
sister ships for times when stealth becomes a liability and they 
want to be visible on radar, like times of fog or heavy ship traffic, 
he said.  
 
The possibility of a collision is remote.  
 
The Zumwalt has sophisticated radar to detect vessels from miles away, allowing plenty of time for 
evasive action.  
 
But there is a concern that civilian mariners might not see it during bad weather or at night, and the 
reflective material could save them from being startled.  
 
The destroyer is unlike anything ever built for the Navy.  
 
Besides a shape designed to deflect enemy radar, it features a wave -piercing 'tumblehome' hull, com-
posite deckhouse, electric propulsion and new guns.  
 
More tests will be conducted when the ship returns to sea later this month for final trials before being 
delivered to the Navy.  
 
The warship is due to be commissioned in October in Baltimore, and will undergo more testing before 
becoming fully operational in 2018.  
 
Future version of the radical design are expected to be used to test a futuristic 'Star Wars' railgun that 
uses electromagnetic energy to fire a shell weighing 10kg at up to 5,400mph over 100 miles ï with 
such force and accuracy it penetrates three concrete walls or six half - inch thick steel plates.  
 
The largest destroyer ever built for the U.S. Navy is currently undergoing sea trials. Future versions of 
the radical design will be fitted with 'star wars' railguns, if tests go according to plan.  
 
More than 200 shipbuilders, sailors and residents gathered to watch as the futuristic 600 - foot, 15,000 -
ton USS Zumwalt glided past Fort Popham, accompanied by tugboats on Monday.  
 
The $4.3bn ship departed from shipbuilder Bath Iron Works in Maine and carefully navigating the wind-
ing Kennebec River before reaching the open ocean where the ship will undergo sea trials.  
 
Kelley Campana, a Bath Iron Works employee, said she had goose bumps and tears in her eyes.  

U.S. Navy's New Destroyer  



 

 

VO L U ME 2 5 ,  IS S U E 0 9  F I VE  D O U BLE  DE UCE  PAGE 9  

 
'This is pretty exciting. It's a great day to be a shipbuilder and to be 
an American,' she said.  
 
'It's the first in its class. There's never been anything like it. It looks 
like the future.'  
 
Larry Harris, a retired Raytheon employee who worked on the ship, 
watched it depart from Bath.  
 
'It's as cool as can be. It's nice to see it underway,' he said.  
 
'Hopefully, it will perform as advertised.'  
 
Bath Iron Works will be testing the ship's performance and making 
tweaks this winter.  
 
For the crew and all those involved in designing, building, and readying this fantastic ship, this is a 
huge milestone,' the ship's skipper, Navy Capt. James Kirk, said before the ship departed.  
Largest US Navy destroyer heads out to sea for a trial  
 
Advanced automation will allow the warship to operate with a much smaller crew size than current de-
stroyers.  
 
Warship of the future: Future versions of the radical design are expected to be used to test a futuristic 
'Star Wars' railgun (advanced gun system) that uses electromagnetic energy to fire a shell weighing 
10kg at up to 5,400mph over 100 miles  
 
The ship has electric propulsion, new radar and sonar, powerful missiles and guns, and a stealthy de-
sign to reduce its radar signature.  
 
Advanced automation will allow the warship to operate with a much smaller crew size than current de-
stroyers.  
 
All of that innovation has led to construction delays and a growing price tag.  
 
The Zumwalt, the first of three ships in the class, will cost at least $4.4 billion.  
 
The ship looks like nothing ever built at Bath Iron Works.  
 
The inverse bow juts forward to slice through the waves.  
 
Sharp angles deflect enemy radar signals. Radar and antennas are hidden in a composite deckhouse.  
 
THE FIRST SHIP TO BE FITTED WITH A RAILGUN?  
A prototype of the BAE railgun which could be fitted to 
future versions of the Zumwalt  
 
Described as 'Star Wars technology' by researchers, the 
railgun can fire shells at seven times speed of sound, 
and penetrate concrete 100 miles away.  
 
The weapon was on display to the public for the first 
time at the Naval Future Force Science and Technology 
EXPO at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in 
Washington, D.C. earlier this year  
 
Using electromagnetic energy, the gun can fire a shell 
weighing 10kg at up to 5,400mph over 100 miles ï with 
such force and accuracy it penetrates three concrete 
walls or six half - inch thick steel plates.  
 
Two prototypes of the weapon have been developed for the US Navy ï one by British arms manufac-
turer BAE Systems and the second by a US firm.  
 
Rear Admiral Matthew Klunder, head of US Naval Research, has previously said said the futuristic elec-
tromagnetic railgun ï so called because it fires from two parallel rails ï had already undergone exten-
sive testing on land.  
 
It will eventually be mounted on the third Zumwalt class ship.  
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The likely candidate for the weapon would be the third 
planned Zumwalt, Lyndon B. Johnson (DDG -1002) currently 
under construction at General Dynamics Bath Iron Works 
(BIW) with an expected delivery date of 2018.  
 
He said the first two ships ï Zumwalt (DDG -1000) and Mi-
chael Monsoor (DDG -1001) ï would be less likely to field 
the capability initially due to the schedule of testing with 
the new class.  
 
'It's firing. An electromagnetic railgun is a gun that uses 
just electricity ï no gun powder ï and é can shoot a pro-
jectile well over 100 miles at Mach 7. Energetic weapons, 
such as EM railguns, are the future of naval combat.'  
 
Electromagnetic launchers were one of the areas re-
searched by Ronald Reagan's Strategic Defence Initiative, 
nicknamed 'Star Wars' after the science fiction film fran-
chise.  
 
US Navy to deploy prototype RAILGUN aboard ships  
 
The builder sea trials will answer any questions of seaworthiness for a ship that utilizes a type of hull 
associated with pre -dreadnought battleships from a century ago.  
 
Critics say the 'tumblehome' hull's sloping shape makes it less stable than conventional hulls, but it 
contributes to the ship's stealth and the Navy is confident in the design.  
 
Eric Wertheim, author and editor of the U.S. Naval Institute's 'Guide to Combat Fleets of the World,' 
said there's no question the integration of so many new systems from the electric drive to the tumble-
home hull carries some level of risk.  
 
Operational concerns, growing costs and fleet makeup led the Navy to truncate the 32 -ship program to 
three ships, he said.  
 
With only three ships, the class of destroyers could become something of a technology demonstration 
project, he said.  
 
USS ZUMWALT: EQUIPPED TO DOMINATE THE SEAS FOR DECADES  
A model of the Zumwalt Class destroyer built by Bath Iron Works and Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding 
is seen displayed during a contract signing ceremony at the Pentagon  
 
Displacement:  14,564 long tons (14,798 t)  
 
Length:  600 ft (180 m)  
 
Beam:  80.7 ft (24.6 m)  
 
Draft:  27.6 ft (8.4 m)  
 
Propulsion:  Two Rolls -Royce Marine Trent -30 gas turbines driving Curtiss -Wright generators and emer-
gency diesel generators, 78 MW (105,000 shp); two propellers driven by electric motors.  

The worst thing in your life may contain seeds of the best. When you can see crisis 

as an opportunity, your life becomes not easier, but more satisfying.                     

Joe Kogel  

If we had a keen vision of all that is ordinary in human life, it would be like hearing 

the grass grow or the squirrelôs heart beat, and we should die of that roar which is 
the other side of silence.                                                                                       

George Eliot  

Progress is manôs ability to complicate simplicity.                                                   

Thor Heyerdahl  
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